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PROjECT.

Designed	and	built	through	the	efforts	of:

&





Fine	furniture	is	more	than	an	object;	it	is	the

defining	essence	of	a	space	and	the	lives	lived

within	it.	

As	a	designer	and	craftsman	I	understand	that

every	creation	has	its	own	inherent	story--each	just

as	unique	as	the	piece	it	represents.	

I	created	this	monograph	to	illustrate	the	story

behind	your	new	table.	As	you	turn	the	pages,	you

will	see	a	small	cross-section	of	the	vision,	care,	and

work	that	came	together	to	create	your	new

centerpiece.

Enjoy!



Design



The	initial	vision	for	the	Austin	Coffee	Table	began

in	the	Chicago	studio	of	Project	Interiors.	Here,	the

aesthetic	concept	was	developed	and	refined	to

fulfill	a	new	niche	of	mixed-media	furniture.

Through	meetings	and	emails,	the	vision	was

shared	with	me	and	I	started	to	engineer	the	table

and	its	various	components.	

The	table's	support	system,	stone	layout,	weight,

wood	movement	and	many	other	factors	were

figured	out	through	many	iterations	of	drawings

and	sketches.	

After	the	concepts	were	solidified	I	created	a	3-D

model	of	the	entire	table.	By	modeling	every

element	I	was	able	to	essentially	"build"	the	entire

table	before	even	making	a	cut.	











Building	the	Top



	My	work	on	the	table	top	began	with	a	trip	to	Goby

Walnut	in		Portland,	Oregon	to	select	the	perfect

Black	Walnut	slab	for	the	tabletop.	Three	weeks

later	the	slab	arrived	at	my	shop	and	I	began	the

lengthy	process	of	flattening,	shaping,	filling

cracks,	and	sanding.	

When	the	top	was	flat	I	was	able	to	proceed	with

the	stonework.	I	determined	the	shape	of	the	inside

profiles	by	following	the	most	prominent	grain	lines

in	the	wood.	A	CAD	file	was	then	made	and

fabrication	of	the	Iceberg	Onyx	was	made	through

the	efforts	of	Euro	Marbles	in	Chicago.	Back	in	my

shop	I	spent	countless	hours	seamlessly	merging

the	stone	and	wood	by	hand.	

A	large	void	in	the	walnut	slab	was	a	sticking	point

in	the	design	of	the	top.	Eventually	I	came	up	with

the	idea	of	using	bronze-tinted	glass	to	cover	the

space	from	above	and	a	black	mirror	from	below.

These	glass	features,	coupled	with	the	stone	and

wood,	help	create	a	spectacularly	beautiful	and

dynamic	table	top.	















































Building	the	Base



When	designing	the	table's	base	three	key	aspects

had	to	be	addressed;	proper	support	for	the	heavy

top,	the	ability	to	fasten	the	side	paneling,	and	the

ability	to	be	mobile.	The	resulting	design	was	an

eight-pronged	array	of	solid	Ash	legs	to	which	the

top	side	panels,	and	wheels	were	attached.	

The	creation	of	the	circular	side	paneling	was

perhaps	the	most	challenging	element	of	the	entire

table.	The	two	semi-circular	panels	are	a

lamination	of	three	layers	of	plywood	faced	with

walnut	veneer.	The	individual	panels	were	created

in	a	six-step	process	using	a	vacuum	press	and	a

large	form.	

The	continuously	flowing	book-matched	veneer	is

not	only	beautiful,	but	also	experientially

significant.	Its	visual	weight	creates	a	great

pedestal	for	the	top	and	implies	a	sense	of	gravity

and	strength	that	solidifies	the	table's	place	within

the	space.	

	































As	the	Austin	Coffee	Table	leaves	my	shop,	I	am

excited	to	see	it	become	a	part	of	your	new

home.	

The	creation	of	the	piece	was	but	the	beginning

of	its	story	and	I	hope	that	you	find	as	much	joy,

inspiration,	and	awe	in	the	table	as	I	have	in

creating	it.	

















Drake	Stuedemann
Owner,	Drake	Woodworking



Raised	the	son	of	a	homebuilder	and	an	artist,	my

interest	in	design	and	craft	was	instilled	in	me	at	an

early	age	and	my	inclination	to	work	with	wood	was

only	a	natural	manifestation	of	my	up-bringing.

Studied	in	Architecture,	I	took	the	concepts	I	was

raised	on	and	began	to	expand	them	as	I	moved

forward	through	my	academic	and	professional

career.	

In	2012,	while	still	a	student,	I	founded	Drake

Woodworking	on	one	single	concept:	design	and

build	furniture	that	defines	spaces	and	the	lives	lived

within	them.	

	Now,	at	25	years	old,	I	have	been	fortunate	to	work

with	designers	and	private	clients	across	the	country

to	create	pieces	whose	beauty	transcends	time.	

About	Drake	Woodworking





Drake	Stuedemann,	Owner

(815)	830	-	9409

designs@drakewoodworking.com

www.drakewoodworking.com
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